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obstacles to the achievement of political unity in that sub-
continental area.
All these elements in the human content of a State give
colour and variety, diversity and complexity, to its body
politic. Historical background, numbers and densities of
population, ethnic origins and associated cultural traditions,
language and religion, all contribute their share to the variegated
pattern which every State, great or small, exhibits, and a sound
test of its degree of maturity may be found in the extent to
which these elements are constructively utilized to further
the material and spiritual welfare of its inhabitants. All the
evidence, from the past and the present, goes to suggest that
persecution and repression are inimical to human welfare,
whereas tolerance and even encouragement of sectional
interests enrich the life of the State, give it greater virility, and
make possible that pursuit of happiness which may be con-
sidered as the ultimate objective. But these social and ethical
considerations are not the primary concern of the political
geographer. His field of study lies in the relationships between
these human elements and their physical environment with
special reference to their spatial distribution, and in investi-
gating these internal relationships he is confronted with a
paradox which is evident in each and every State.
It has already been emphasized that the hallmark of the
State is its sovereign power with the corollary of allegiance by
its inhabitants. In practice, that sovereignty is exercised by a
central Government, in some form or other, which gathers
to itself greater powers with the passage of time and with the
development of organization. Without some central authority,
responsible for general policy in social, economic and political
affairs, the State cannot provide the optimum conditions for
the satisfying adaptation of its people's activities to their
physical background. This was true enough in the days of
lazssez faire economics, but carries greater weight in those
States which are endeavouring to evolve planned economies,
and is carried to extreme lengths in totalitarian States.
The conclusion is inescapable. The growth of organization
is coincidental with an increase in the centralization of power,
until the central authority becomes so overloaded with the